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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Whieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors. —Pore. 


RADICAL MANIFESTO 
OF THE 
FREEHOLDERS OF WORCESTERSHIRE, 





The heaviest complaint that we have brought. against 
the enemies of RADICAL REFORM, is their hypocrisy. 
This was first evidenced in the fafsehoed and inisrepre- 
sentation, with which its advocatés were assailed, when 
they first sent up to the bar of the Tfouse of Commons, 
a demand for that effectual reform of the present corrupt 
and defective representation. Every species of abuse 
with which anger could arm zmpotence was adopted te 
revile and degrade the advocates of Universal Suffrage, 
Vote by Ballot, and Annual Elections. Whig joined 
with Tory, and fool with knave, in opposition to the ra- 
dical reformers. Their doctrines were called visionary, 
wild, and theoretic ;—it was even proclaimed that such 
doctrines could not be held by any well-wisher to his 
country ; and so strong was the prejudice that interested 
venality raised against the advocates of public rights, that 
many who had fought the public battles for years, shrunk 
from encountering the torrent of hostility which poured 
frem every source of corrupt authority. It has sinee 
been matter of much amusement to us, to see our oppo- 
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nents eradually assimilate to our sentiments, and ther 
fall into our ranks, blustering as loudly as if they had 
fought with us in all our battles, and re-echoing those 
sentin rents as thezr own, which they had been accus- 
‘omed to denounce as dangerous and seditious ; and 
which they had even assisted to attempt to suppress by 
penal sails arbitrary laws. ‘Strange as it is, it is no less 
true, that men who concurred in ‘the passing of the six 
infamous acts passed against English liberty in 1819-20, 
have since adoptea the: very sentiments which those acta 
were intended to destroy. Thus, in the progress of their 
system, they have been taught to feel for themselves, 
though they could not feel for the people. In many re- 
cent assemblies of the people, convened by the regular 
authoritics, we find promulgated the same principles 
which were deemed almost treasonable, in the mouths 
of * ¢tenerant orators,” at assemblies convened by the 
people themselyes. But of all singularities of this nature, 
the proceedings of the Wor cester C ounty Mecting furnish 
the strongest illustration of our propositions—that our 
enemies condemned us against their own conviction— 
and that they are now sealing under the shelter .of our 
long-avowed principles, without the manliness to avow 
that they are now adopting, fo save themselves, the doc- 
trines, which they hypocritically disowned, in order to 
destroy others. Worcester is one of those places, where 
the leaven ef corruption has never been disturbed. 
Few have discovered the mischievous tendency of the 
system, and stid/ fewer have ventured to avow their 
discovery. Hence loyalty, in its worst and most absurd 
senses, has been the order of the day. There was more 
mummery, more exhibition of affected rejoicing, in this 
town, at the coronation-shew, than at any other town 
in tic kingdom! The inhabitants were fifty yeare 
behind most other parts of the country, in political 
information. Chester and Worcester might ten years 
ago have been been called the Spain and Portugal of 
England ;—but as Spain and Portugal have raised them- 
gelves above England in the scale of political know: edge, 
we must no longer yenture upon any comparison with 
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sor masters. It seems however ordained, that the dark- 

st places shall emit the strongest leght:—for the county 

Meeting of Worcester, has absolutely adopted the full 

extent of the principles of Radical Reform ; and the re- 

solutions were seconded by Mr. Richard Spooner, of Bir- 

mingham, who was wont to call himself a wHIG; and 
who was anxious to avoid the visionary schemes of the 
Radical Reformers. “Yet, has Richard himself, prodigal 
ashe was disposed to be of the Birmingham parochial fund, 
become a Radical Reformer—as viszonary, as theoretic, 
and as wild, as any Radical Reformer amongstus! To 
be sure he avoids the termof Radical Reform! Even 
in seconding the resolutions, he was careful to disavow 
the name of a Radical Reformer! There is a sly cun- 
ning amongst our “ natural leaders,” which makes them 
cautious about words, even when they are driven to ad- 
mit the force of principles: but in all the ostensible lead- 
ing characteristics of Radical Reform, Mr. Richard 
Spooner agrees; and if he had as much ¢éntegrity as 
judgment, upon public matters, he would not hesitate to 
avow himself a Radical Reformer. We shall insert the 
resolutions passed at this extraordinary meeting, for two 
reasons :—first, they are singular, as being the act of the 
first county meeting, which has adopted all the senti- 
ments of the Reformers: and, secondly, because the 
proceedings haye been so very slovenly reported in 
the journals as to leave it doubtful whether the question 
of Reform was at all introduced. 


~_--— + 


Resolutions of the Worcester County Meeting. 


i. That the severe and unexampled distress under which agricul- 
ture labours, is, in the highest degree, dangerous and alarming. 

2. That the * Report” of the committee of the House of Com- 
mons, although it unequivceally admits the existence of great 
disircss, and declares that, with the present taxes and burdens, the 
cultivation of arable land is altended with loss, has recommended 
no measure of relief, nor pointed out any remedy, 

3. That the disiresa, deep and extensive as it is, and cruelly op- 
Pressing, not ouly the growers of corn, butof every kind of agri- 
ultseal produce, cannot, inthis opinion ofthe inceting, be justly 
Cseribed cither to defeets generally, in the present cora laws, or to 
sae importation of grain three years ago; and still less ty the visita~ 
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tion of providence, a “ Cransition from war lo peace, an over-pre 
duction of food, or atoo numerous population.” 

4. That the real causes of agricultural distress, although but ob- 
scurely and ambiguously hinted at in the * Report,’ are excessing 
taxation, aud the fraud and injustice committed by changes in the 
talue of money. 

5. That but for the Bank Restriction Actin 1797, which opened 
the flood gates of paper money, prices would rot have artsen in the 
way they did; nor could taxes have been imposed, nor debts, public 
as well as private, have been incurred, to any thirg like the same 
nominal amount. 

6. That the act of the 59th Geo. II!. commonly called Mr. Peel's 
Bill, by enereasing the value of money at least one-third, without, 
at the same time, lowering the nominal amount of the national debt: r 
and of all private debts, bas occasioned the nest shocking injustice 
—overwhelmed individuals with ruin—and may, eventuall,, prove 
‘destructive to the State itself. ; 

7. That this meeting is aware, thatin money of the present 
value, it would be equally impolitic, as unjust, to endeavour by 
artificial regulations, to raise the price of bread; because a high- 

price of the necessaries of life, would make it difficult, if not im ¢ 
possible, for our manufacturers to compete with foreigners, or 
eveu to subsist; and would greatly encourage emigration. But 
if the price of corn, in money of the present value, must not, 
and perhaps could not, be made permanently high, we havea | 
right to expect to be enabled, by a diminution of taxes and burdens, 

to grow il low. 

8. That if itbe deemed expedient to repeal Mr. Peel's Bill, an€ 
restore the relations between property and money, which subsisted 
during the war, it is requisite, not only on the grounds of justice, 
and humanity, and policy, but on that of necessity, that taxes, 
and public and private debts, and other mooted obligations, incar- 

red previously 10 1819, should be diminished in the same degree in 
which the value of money has been augmented, 

9. That all public salaries and money payments. from 1HE HEAD 

or tac state to the lowest office in it, ought also, in the same 
proportion to be REDUCED. 

10. That in order effectualiy to check the corrupt and wasteful 
expenditure of the public money, and to remedy, and if possible, 
prevent the recurrence of the evils the nation now suffers, it is 
abeve ail things necessary that the House of Commons be tno- 
ROUGHLY REFORMED; and made actually to represent, not merely 
the proprietors of boroughs, and afew (housaud other persons, but 
the WHOLE of the PEOPLE of ENGLAND.” 


In these resolutions, we have the sum total of the 
complaints, and the demands of the Radical Reformers: 
—the gross amourt of all those doctrines for the asser- 
tion of which, the BLOOD of the PEOPLE was wan- 
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only shed in the MANCHESTER MASSACRE 
and for advocating which hundreds have beem IMPRI- 
SONED, FINED, and RUINED by boroughmonger 
prosecutions. For advocating these principles was Sir 
Mrancis Burdett sent to the Tower, and more recently 
fined and imprisoned. or the defence of these prinet- 
ples was Sir Charles Wolseley torn from his family tor 
eighteen months! For defending these principles is Mr. 
Hunt lingering in an unwholesome dungeon, and sub- 
ected to the torture of his relentless enemies. For ad- 
vocating these opinions was the venerable Major Cart- 
wright, in the decline of life, attempted to be sacrificed 
ag an alleeed enemy of that country which he has de- 
voted the energies of an extraordinary mind to serve, 
and to save! And for the maintenance of these doctrines, 
thus promulgated, and adopted in safety by a county 
meeting, are ourselves and many others wasting a long 
veriod of our lives under the vengeance of perverted law! 
So it has ever been, with the daring spirits who have first 
awakened themselves, and endeavoured to awaken a de- 
generate race, to the dangers of their condition. The first 
Reformers have always been martyrs to the integrity 
they displayed; and those who assisted in their persecu- 
tionshave adopted their principles, when time had stamped 
them with the seal of truth, and confirmation of taeir ne- 
cessity had secured impunity to the professors. 

May we hope that these are not only words of course, 
suggested by the difficulties under which the parties 
‘abour; but the result of a conviction, which would Jead 
to correspondent actions? It is not by complaining of 
deep-rooted corruption, that it can be removed. The 
people have a right Lo expect their servants will attend to 
their remonstrances; and if their servants are obstinate, 
the people have the power to make them obedient; or to 
dismiss them, and tind others that will serve them better. 


a 
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ACTS OF THE “ COLLECTIVE WISDOM” oj 
THE * THUNDERERS.” 


Specimens of ** Collective Wisdom” — Eloquence of the 
Prince of Parliamentary “ Thunderers !’—Merri- 
ment inthe Parliamentary Olympus—How to re. 
lieve matters by making them worse, &c. &c. 





We hope that our readers will open our pages this 
week, with a disposition to be pleased, for we have é 
dish of amusement to offer them, kindly cooked uy by 
the Parliamentary “‘ Thunderers,’ who seem disposed 
to relax from the usual severity of their behaviour, and 
indulge the world with a few specimens of their good 
humour! It is kind of them, indeed, to lay aside their 
thunderbolts for a season, and be merry ; for their rage, 
and their daughter, are about equally important to the 
nation !—and the agricultural distress will beas effectually 
remedied by the one as the other. Afterdeciding in the 
case of Sir Robert Wilson, that the King, or his minis- 
ters, had a perfect right to treat officers of the army, as 
he or they pleased; (which decision took place on Wed- 
nesday last), the thunderers proceeded to an examina- 
tion of the distresses of the country. On Friday evening 
the performances were ushered in by several petitions 
for retrenchment and reform; which occasioned that 
luminous and amphibious statesman, Sir Lsaac Coffin, to 
declare that “the Jest reform would be that the people 
‘‘ should be represented by ¢alents and property ; and 
“Cas he had neither one nor the other, the sooner the 
“* House was weeded of such members the better! 
Whether the House admitted that the honourable mem- 
ber, who lately advised the farmers to put on their smock 
frocks, and be their own labourers, had fulfilled the 
proverbial remark, that m«ny a truth is spoken jestingly, 
we know not; but his declaraticn was received with a 
general chorus of laughter, by all the band ; notwith- 
standing a petition from Aylesbury had introduced the 
grave asserlion, “‘ that the expences of the Court at 
present constituted its disgrace, aud not its splendour, 








































TILE BLACK DWARF 259 


—aremark that would have been answered by trampling 
the petition under foot,. if the thunderers had been in 
such a passion, as they were on the subject of Reform, a 
few years since, When coach-loads of petitions covered all 
the tables, and crowded even the floor of the honourable 
house! Mr. Gooch next touched the chord of merri- 
ment, by the declaration that Parliamentary Reform 
would not add a shilling a quarter to the price of grain. 
Had Mr. Cobbett been present, he would probably have 
exclaimed, as soon as his laughter would have permitted 
him to speak, “¢ It is untrue, Gaffer: for Parliamentary 
‘ Reform would Jower the expences of growing barley 
‘“ more than two shillings a quarter; which, as_ to 
‘¢ profit would be rising its value to thatamount.” Mr. 
Hobhouse, however, had nearly marred the pleasant dis- 
positions of the thunderers, by touching upon the discord- 
ant theme of ihe Manchester Massacre. There is scarcely 
a ministerial nerve which does not trembie whenever 
that subject is mentioned. They have endeavoured, in 
vain, “ to screw their courage to the sticking place.”— 
it will not do. ‘The stream of blood is continually run- 
ning before their eyes ; with fhezr thanks for the shed- 
ding of tt inscribed, in characters never to be eradicated, 
on the walls of the house where it was unblushingly de- 
fended. Mr. Hobhouse entertained a hope, that the 
lime would come when it would be investigated. We 
live in more than hopes of this; and we are satisfied there 
are millions now living, who will feel they have not done 
their duty, if they die before justice is obtained for the 
wanton slaughter of an unresisting and unoffending po- 
pulace. Mr. Hobhouse was attempted to be coughed 
down! It is not yet the fashion to call in the yeomanry, 
to silence a Member of Parliament; but we know not 
What may happen, in the progress of our happy sys- 
tem! Then rose our old friend, Castlereagh, who has 
lately got a new alias, which we shall never use when 
speaking of him, as his deeds and his former name can 
never be separated. He desired the clerk to read that 
part of his Majesty’s speech, which related to the agri- 
cultural distress. The clerk began the wrong paragraph, 
and read, “I have the greatest pleasure in acquainting 
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“you, that a considerable improvement has taken place 
“in the course of the Jast year!” Immediately the 
Members, who are so profoundly affected with the dis- 
tress of the country, burst into a general laugh! an 
excellent. means of shewing how much they feed tor the 
poor farmers! The laugh, however, set the clerk right; 
and exchanging the saeerA& with which he had announced 
the great pleasure of his Majesty, for a gravity corres- 
ponding with the royal regret, he read, ‘1 must, at the 
“same time, deeply regret the depressed state of the 
* agricultural interest. The condition of an interest so 
“ essentially connected with the prosperity of the coun- 
‘““ try, will, of course, attract your early attention ; and 
1} have the fullest reliance on your ewsdom, in the 
** consideration of this important subject.” Another burst 
of laughter announced the satisfaction of the Members ; 
and, dressed in one of his gayest courtly smiles, the 
Prince of little thunderers, Castlereagh, arose, to throw 
his portion of that 2eésdom on which his Majesty relied. 
into the general lump of the “ collective wisdom of the 
‘‘ house.” This man has a legitimate and a fundamen- 
tal titie to talk nonsense. Originally trained to talk 
against time, he can out-do Gratiano, in the utterance 
of “ ain infinite deal of nothing!” but he is below that 
talkative personage in abilities; for Gratiano had éwo 
grains of wheat in a bushel of his chaff, while his mo- 
dern emulator has absolutely not one. Yet in his merry 
mode, and when the house is disposed for laughter, it 
cannot have a moreagreeable ——-—! At first, as usual, 
he kept as wide as possible from the question; but find- 
ing the smiles of the house sit heavily upon the leaden 
brows of the majority, he enlivened them with the fol- 
lowing sally : *¢ ft was impossible not to feel, that a 
nation which had but lately emerged from such a strug- 


C ‘ ae eae . aa 
“ole as Great Britain bad been exgased in, coud not 
“ Oninediately take those ner strides, and grasp those 
G6 


new denensions of prosperity, Which she might at- 
“tain after a yiven period!” Loud bursts of laughter 
hailed this admission, that Great Britain, likea broken- 
winded horse, could not run as fast as before she was. 
knocked up by her present rough riders! We are mn some 
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fears that the “* constituteonal Judge,’ Bailey, and the 
“ constitutiona? Minister”’ will get together by the cars, 
when they next meet at a political dinner ; for, notwith- 
standing the Judge declared that ¢aration was a blessing 
to the GrandJury of Yorkshire, the Noble Lord declarep 
that he did noé mean to assert that taxation was a 
“ blessing ;” thus, in effect, giving the —— to the as- 
serlion of the learned Judge. This point the Lord and 
the Judge may, therefore, settle between them at their 
leisure ; but were we in the Judge’s situation, we would 
never, in future, say anything to serve this Lord, if he 
disowns the service, when he can no longer profit by it. 
Perhaps, however, Castiereagh recollected he had non- 
sense enough of his own to answer for, without adopting 
that of any other person ; and such a recollection was 
very requisite on the part of one who was about to utter 
the following ridiculous ideas in such barbarous language. 
He said, ‘‘ there was no distress in the country, that 
“ could not be removed by a due application of the pren- 
“ ciples of resurrection, and a firm dependance of the 
“resources of the country!” This is a Menester of 
State! and one of the masters of the destinies of Eng- 
land! That he had no meaning when he uttered this 
larrago, is evident. It was mere parliamentary chatter. 
He must make a dong speech, no matter of what folly it 
consisted. A want of propriety in language might be 
excused ; for he is evidently unacquainted with it. But 
a mere jpabber without ideas ; a series of sentences, as 
incoherent and as ridiculous, as the sentimentality of a 
love-sick maiden of sixty, or the monotonous repe- 
litions of a parrot, are absolutely an insult to the 
country, and to the patience of the assembly in which 
they are uttered. [Efe might as well have said “ there 
“was nu mortal disease, the effects of which could 
“not be removed by the resurrection of the dead!” 
—But when a «an has commilted himself, he may 
as Weil rush on, and endeavour in the endless accumula- 
tion of nonsense upon nonsense, to hide himself in the 
rubbish of his own confusion. We will select a few of the 
choice principles, which we suppose are the princeples 
Y resurrection ; for they must haye been dug out of that 
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chaotic mass of absurdity, which have become the pro- 
perty of the noble Lord, from some constitutional defect 
in his natural organization ; though we cannot deter- 
mine whether nature left him unfinished, from not hay- 
ing sufficient materials to make a man of him: ; or Whe- 
ther, intending him for a British Statesmam in the nine- 
teenth century, she foresaw that a man would not be 
wanted, and that the figure of one would be sufficient for 
all the exigencies of the times. Among other sayings, 
ne said, that “ to sweep away the whole miass of the 
* taxes would not relieve the pressure of distress!” Such 
an assertion on the part of an individual suspected of in- 
sanity, would be deemed sufficient lo justify a statute of 
lunacy. He said again, ‘* there would still be, for there 
‘had been, superior or equal distress, sore no taxes 
« at all were paid.” This is an historical, a literal, and 
financial falsehood :—a triple untruth, broadly asserted 
before the ‘ collective wisdom” of the Llouse of Com- 
mons. “There was never a period, in any nation, in 
Which 20 taxes were paid. The thing ther -_ never has 
heen. And it is to be feared that men will never be wise 
enough to dispense wilh expensive penne so that 
it is not probable the experiment could ever be made. 
He added, “ if the whole amount of the revenue affect- 
‘* ing the farmer were remitted, the sum would not be 
‘* more than eight millions, the relief to the farmer 
‘“* would be only” two and a half per cent.” False, fool- 
ish again. His payments might be only lightened to 
that amount, but his receipts w ‘ould. be increased by the 
operation of ‘eight millions of money passing perhaps 
eight times through the hands of the agriculturists, in 
the c course of the year. It is not what is taken that pro- 
duces the mischief. It is the effect of taking money out 
of productive, and placing it in unpr oductive hands, 
that does all the mischief. The climax of absurdity, how- 
ever, is not yet reached. This grand lever of the Bri- 
tish cabinet, has contrived to make Liverpool’s nonsense 
of the excess of produce still more nonsensical. He 
said, ‘‘ the proposal to repeal taxes to this extent was 
worse than wunavailing—it was delusive, for it went lo 
* contradict the GREAT CAUSES OF NaTURE! CLangh- 
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ter.) He would say, therefore, that they were not to 
luok at the results of taxation for the causes of distress, 
but they were to look at the fate of transactions in 
Mark Lane, and the state of public credit, for the 
causes of distress, or prosperity, among the agricul- 
lurists. ‘Taxation was but a corner of the question : 
and to mix up with this part of the question, principles 
arbitrarily assumed, in the manner of the hon. and 
learned gentlernan, Mr. Brougham, who had menaced 
the House with his description of the state of the 
country, Was an idle waste of the time of the House, 


“and a dangerous delusion of their understanding. 


They had seen, in fact, that a repeal of seven or eight 
millions would operate as a relief to the extent of only 
two and a half per cent. Whatever the hon. and 
learned gentleman might have therefore supposed, as 
to a reduction to the extentof the whole rent, was mere 
delusion. It was delusive and dangerous to say that 
distress arose from taxation, and not from the HANDs 
OF PROVIDENCE (laughter). The prosperity or distress 
of the farmer, they must know, arose from the state 


Of the supply, and the demand for the market—trom 


lhe rese or reduction of rents, and from other parts 
of his transactions which formed the true subjects of 
calculation, in this question. The result of the true 
nature of political economy was therefore this—that 
nature was the source of relief and hope (cheers and 
laughter ) ; and that it was the course of nature which 
afforded relief in every emergency which occurred in 
their condition: (Loud lauyhter.) If the farmer 
knew but the first principles of the radiments of 
political economy, he would find that to expect relief 
from the repeal of taxes, was both fallacious and 
enjurious, Could he obtain such an zmportant con- 
cesston—could Parliament be induced to listen to fal- 
lacious arguments, and 10 make such a concession to 
the farmer by money taken out of the pockets of the 
public creditors, the farmer would find that no benefit 


Was conferred upon him:—he would be degraded from 
, the station which he now held, and in which he con- 


‘robuted to the revenue of the state. But the course 
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“of nature decreed that thes concession could not fruc- 
“ tify to advantage: the result would be, the increase 
a 


of various charges upon his transactions—the rise of 
‘the landlord’s rent, or the increase of competition, 
“ which would lower the advantages of the relief, little 
‘* as they were in themselves! !!!1!! 

Could any merry-andrew at a country fair—any 
jack-pudding toa German quack talk more prepos- 
terous nonsense than this? Is it possible to believe a 
statesman of twenty years standing could have evidenced 
such a contemptible want of understanding, supplied by 
such a stock of impudence? There ts not a particle of 
sense, or truth, in this extract. There is not a sentence 
for which a school-boy would not have been soundly 
flogved as an inveterate blockhead, had it been intro- 
duced into his exercises :—yet it was heard by a Bretish 
senate, and uttered by the grand manager of the cabi- 
net. To be sure it was laughed at. The “* course of na- 
** ture” compelled the rzscble faculties into active exer- 
cese, at this noble lord’s expence—but it was as ridicu- 
fous to laugh at the nonsense, as it would have been for 
a man to laughat the tricks of a monkey while hes house 
was on fire. To propose the repeal of the taxes was to 
contradict the“ great causes of nature!” What are the 
creat causes of nature, my Lord ——-— ? We haveheard 
of “‘ one great cause;” but we are certain that to stop 
the pillage and oppression of his people, is not to contra- 
dict, but to co operate with HIS intentions! Then what 
has the “° fate of the transactions in Mark-lane,” to do 
with the great causes of nature? Or how is the “ state 
*¢ of the public credit” to be referred to with respect to 
the agricultural distress? Has this Jord unwittingly 
advanced the ¢raéh, that it is the public credit, or rather 
the credit of the boroughmongers, founded on their 
usurpations, \which has produced the agricultural distress? 
Then we are plainly told that Providence has caused the 
distress. If this be true, it can only be because Provi- 
dence has cursed the country with the rule of the faction 
to which he belongs, or rather of the faction which be- 
longs to him. But it is false! It is not Provedence, 
but the cowardice and venality of the country, which 
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has given dominion to this destroyer of national 
prosperity, this author of the inevitable ruin of that 
country which in an evil hour gave him birth; and of 
that also, which ina still more evil hour, had the mean- 
ness, the baseness, and the folly, to reward the ruin of 
one realm, by intrusting him with the destiny of another. 
We cannot stay to comment on the superlative stupidity 
of the remainder of this extract. There it stands upon 
the authority of the reporters ; and,if his Lordship admits 
that he is correctly reported, whatever may be the in- 
scription upon his monument, with regard to his actions, 
his eulogist must do him the justice to say that in his 
speeches at least, he is the personification of unblushing 
insolence, and arrant folly! He went on to state, that 
a reduction in the public expences to the amount of 
nearly two millions, had been made! The natural con- 
sequence of this, one would have thought, would be to 
have reduced the taxes two millions. But no! this Lord 
is much too pious to “ contradict the great causes of 
“nature,” by any reduction of taxation! for though he 
does not contend that taxation is a blessing, he seems to 
think it, like thunder and lightening, very serviceable 
in the order of nature. He therefore reverts to an old 
and very silly resolution of the House of Commons, 
that it is necessary there should be an efficient sinking 
fund of five millions, (which, by the bye, the last new 
taxes were to produce) and proposes that the saving 
shall be transmitted to the sinking fund ; which, in plain 
terms, is only a delusion to prevent the discovery that 
no saving has been really eflected, and that no actual 
reduction has taken place. With the amount of Ex- 
chequer Bills in circulation, if the interest amounts to 
twelve hundred thousand pounds a year, it is easy to 
make apparent reductions wilhout any real diminution 
of expence, by transferring the demands upon an osten- 
sible to a secret fund; and the money ostensibly placed 
at the disposol of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, is really placed at the disposal of the Treasury, 
and may be diverted to what purposes may be deemed 
most essential for the support of the system. There is 
one thing in the speech of the noble Lord, to which we 
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gope he will adhere; viz. a determination not to attempt 
any change in the currency, as at present regulated, and 
to be regulaied, by Peel’s Bill. Let him maintain this 
principle, and we eare not what he may “ vivify ,” or 
““fructify” besides. He may reduce the five per cents to 
four, and the four percents tu three anda half; but let us 
have no more issues of an unlimited paper currency. 
Every thing else will rectify itself; at an cmmence price 
to the holders of property, we admit ; but if they choose 
to be ruined, it is their business, and not the business of 
the state. Let the ministry maintain the ‘ sacred mea- 
sure,” as Castlereagh calls Peel’s Bill, andthe country 
will be saved, not by them, but in spite of them. But 
we do not entirely trust to his declaration, that it will 
aot be touched. Nay, the most noble lord has declared 
his intention of counteracting its effects, by encreasing the 
unfunded debt four mellions : —that is, of issuing a 
paper currency to that amount in the shape of Exche- 
guer Bills, for the accommodation of the country! Of 
this four millions, he proposes to derd a propertion to 
the agriculturists, upon the security of—eAat, good 
reader ?—His stock? Oh! no! ‘Phat has ceased to bea 
security! Upon landed security? Oh no! That is security 
no longer! But it is to be advanced upon thesecurity of 
the PARISH RATES! if any parishes can be found stupid 
enough to accept such an offer; which, that it may be 
really a gilded bait, is to be offered in gold! of which 
precious metal, Lord Cartlereagh says there has 
been such a torment rushed into the country, since 
the removal of the Bank Restriction Act, that 
there is scarcely any knowing what Is to be done 
with it! What apity it is, that the farmers have not been 
in the way of the stream 2? They will be happy to re- 
lease him of any fears that it should do mischief, if he wil 
put it in their possession, without expecting any return 
Thus explodes the ministerial bubble of relief to the coun 
try, in a remission of ove million and a half of the Malt 
Duty :—an offer to lend money to overseers, on the se- 
curity of the parcsh rates :—anda proposal to encreasé 
the unfunded debt four million! In five years the 
gross folly of the present season will be matter of laugh- 
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ter throughout the realm. A state quack tells the public 
thata reducti on of taxation to the amount of seren or 
erght millions would be xo redief, and then in the same 
breath the same quack proposes to reduce them one mal- 
lion and a half, by way of effecting a relief which a 
repeal of ten millions he says would not effect! Then 
the same quack proposes to Zenda sum of four millions, 
on conditions which cannot be accepted ; and toencrease 
the national debt by borrowing the money that it may 
beso lent!!! Was there ever such a noble schemer ? 
Well might the House be convulsed with laughter ! 
However indeeorous to the poor farmers—however im- 
proper for legislators to laugh in periods of such distress 
—it was certainly impossible to be grave; while this 
(en who had seen the world” attempted to pre, 
cribe for the disorders, the very nostrywms which had 
created them. The“ house,” of course agreed with the 
noble lord! So it would if he had requested it to abolish 
the _—_ system, and wipe off the national debt with 
a wel sponge. Ife is perfectly safe in the appeal to its 
judgment. He has furnished spectacles to the majority, 
and they see things in the same light and through the 
same medium that he docs. Thereis perfect sympathy, 
and an excellent understanding, between them which is 
cemented by mutual interest, and mutual advantage, 
The system supports this lord, and he supports his depen- 
dents, and they support the sy stem. It isan exchange 
of advantages ‘reciprocally advantageous to the parties ; 
and through the large majority of the couNTRY are sick 
even to death of this mock- legislator, and his blunders, 
he has a majority there who allow, and enable him to 
blister, bleed, and purge against the patients inclination. 
The County Members are as mute as grice. The bait 
of the reduction of the Malt-Tax willcatch them all. A 
little expeciation will be yaised, and the conjurors will get 
ihrough the Session. Thus is ‘the reign of delusion | per- 
petuated, because the PUBLIC will not look after the puB- 
LIC BUSINESS ! When the Americans were tired of taxr- 
ation, they refused to pay taxes. A right to make them 
was asserted and endeavoured to be enforced, but it fail- 
ed. Where men cither cannot, or will not, pay, govern- 
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ments must go without. But while the people either 
can, or will pay, there is no necessity for retrenchment, 
and rulers never retrench without an enforced necessity, 
Ministers of state never voluntarily forego any hold 
upon the public purse. They will occasionally affect 
to lend a little, to obtain a great deal in return: as 
they will now lend a little money to the farmer who has 
anything left, in order thatthey may the more effectu- 
ally get possession of the little that remains to him. There 
are no hopes of any amendment from them. Pusnic 
VIRTUEMmust produce PUBLIC RELIEF. A mean spirited, 
and servile race must sink into contempt and slavery. 
The watchword of safety is an effectual and Rapicat 
REFORM? Every man must put his shoulder to the 
wheel, or the state cannot be got through the slough in 
which her miserable guides have fixed her. They may call 
upon Pitt and his principles, as the clown called upon 
Hercules, to ali eternity. The call will be useless. The 
vdol is dead and hearcth not. He isa deity of dust and 
ashes—and fit only to be remembered in the Borough 
monger pantheon! The living principles of a free state 
—annual parliaments of honest and responsible represen- 
tatives, the universal suffrage of all saiie males of mature 
age ; and the vote by ballot—these are the only revivi- 
fying principles of a sinking state :—and without the 
speedy adoption of these restoratives, we repeat again a 
Warning which cannot be too frequently given, that d7s- 
fress will encrease, until all bonds are severed, and every 
existing institution will be destroyed in the storm thus 
wantonly provoked. The rights of man will at last 
triumph, becausethey are eternal, and immutable. They 
cannot be engulphed in the waves of anarchy, nor impri- 
soned in the dungeons of despotism. As eternal as the 
race of man, they will remain to blessthe species, however 
the individuals who seek, may seck in vaiu, or suffer in 
their search. When the chains of oppression are felt by 
a nation, the ash to break them generates the power. 
Those oppressors who draw them too closely, are bene- 
factors of the age in which they live. Without intend- 
ing it, they force a conparison between freedom aud sla- 
very, and call upon the nations to choose the former, by 
mel ihem feel the evils of the latter. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XCIV. 
—S 


« My masters of misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you ” 
Orv PLay. 


577. We formerly gave the Editor of The Times [Dr. SroD- 
DART] a definition of a true Jacobin, as one ‘ who had seen 
‘the evening star set over a poor man's cotiage, and connected 
‘it with the hope of human happiness.’ The city politician 
laughed this pastoral definition to scorn, and nick-named the 
person who had very innocently Jaid it down,—* the true Jaco. 
‘bin who writesin The Chronicle.’ Since that time our imagi- 
nation has grown a little less romantic; so we will give lim 
another, which he may chew the cud upon at his leisure. 
true Jacobin then, is one who does not believe in the divine 
light of Kings, or in any other alias for it—which implies that 
they reign ‘ in contempt of the will of the people;’ and he holds 
all such Kings to be tyrants, aud their subjects slaves. ‘T'o be 
a true Jacobin, @ man must be a good-hater: but this is the 
most difficult and the least amiable of all the virtues,—the most 
trying and the most thankless of all tasks. The love of 
liberty consists in the hatred of tyrants. The true Jacobin 
hates the enemies of liberty as they hate liberty, with ail his 
strength, and with all his might, and with all his heart, and 
with all his soul. His memory is as long, and his will 1 
strong as theirs, though his hands are shorter. He neve: 
forgets or forgives an injury done to the people; for tvean's 
never forget or forgive ove done to themselves. There is is 
love lost between them. He does not leave them the sole he 
nefit of their old motto, “ Odia in longum jactens que corder:' 
auctaque promeret’’ He makes neither peace nor truce woul: 
them. His hatred of wrong only ceases with the wrong. ‘ji: 
sense of it, and of the barefaced assumption of the rishi © 
inflict it, deprives him of his rest. It stagnates in his bioe 
It loads his heart with aspics’ tongues, deadly to venal px 


It settles in his brain; it pute him beside himself. Who vw: 


Pri feel all this fora girl, a toy, a turn of the dice, a word, 
ow. for anything relative to himself? and wil! not the ficou 


Vol. VIII. No. §, 
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of liberty feel as much for mankind? The love of truth is e 
passion in his mind, as the love of power is a passion in the 
minds of others. Abstraet reason, uvassisted by passion, is 
no match for power and prejudice, armed with force and cun- 
ning. The love of liberty is the love of others; the love of 
power is the love of ourselves. The one is real, the other 
often but an empty dream. Hence the defection of modern 
apostates. While they are looking about, wavering and dis- 
tracted, in pursuit of universal good or universal fame, the 
eye of power is upon them, like the eye of Providence, that 
neither slumbers nor sleeps, snd that watches but for one 
object—its own good. ‘They take no notice ef it at first, but 
it is still upon them, and never ofithem. It, at length, catches 
theirs, and they bow to its sacred light; and, like the poor 
Huttering bird, quail beneath it, are seized with a vertigo, and 
drop senseless into its jaws that close upon them for ever, and 
so we hear no more of them, which is well.—William Hazlitt, 
Political Essays, 1819. 


578. AN JMPUDENT MAN is one whose want of money 
and want of wit have engaged him beyond his abilities, The 
little knowledge he lias of himself, being suitable to the title he 
has in his profession, has made him believe himself fit for it, 
This double ignorance has made him set a double value upon 
himself; as he that wants a great deal, appears ia a better condi 
tion than be who wants a little. This renders lim confident 
and iit fur auy undertaking, and sometimes (such is the 
concurrent ignorance of the world) he prospers in it,— but 
oftener misearrics and becomes ridiculous: yet this advantage 
he has, that as nothing can make him see his error, so nothing 
can discourage him that way, for he is fortified with his igno- 
rance, as barren and rocky places are by their situation, and he 
will rather believe that all men want judgment, than himself. 
For as no man is pleased that has au ill-opinion of himself, na- 
ture, that finds out remedies herself—and his own ease render 
himself insensible of his defects: from lience he grows impudentis 
for as men judge by corhparison, he knows as little what it is to be 
defective, as what it is to be excellent. Nothing renders men 
modest, but a just knowledge how to compare themselves with 
others, and where that is wanting, impudence supplies the 
place of it; for there is no vacuum in the minds of men, and 
commonly, hike other things of nature, they swell more with 
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rarefaction than condensation. The more men know of the 
world, the worse opinion they have of it; and the more they 
understand of truth, they are better acquainted with the dithi- 
culties ofit, and conseq uently are the less confident in their as- 
erlions, especially in matters of probability, which commonly 
is squint-ey’d, and looks nine ways at once. It is the office of 
4 just judge to hear both parties, and he that considers but the 
one side of things, can never make a just judgment—though he 
may by chance a true one. Impudence ts the bastard of igno- 
vauce, not only unlawfully but incestuously begotten=-by a man 
upon his own understanding, and laid by himself at his own 
door—a monster of unnatural production!—for shame is as 
much the propriety of human nature, though overseen by the phi- 
losophers, and perhaps more than reason, laughing, or looking 
asquit, by which they distinguish man from beasts; and the less 
men have of it thenearer they approach to the nature of 
brutes, Modesty is but a noble jealousy of honour, and im- 
pudence the prostitution of it; for he, whose face is proof 
gainst infamy, must be as little sensible of glory. His fore- 
head, like a voluntary cuckold’s, is by his horns made proof 
against a blush. Nature made man barefaced, and civil cus- 
tom has preserved him so; but he that is impudent does wear 
avizard more ugly and deformed than highway thieves deform 
themselves with. Shame is the tender moral conscience of 
good men. When there is a crack in the scull, nature herself, 
with atough horny callus, repairs the breach, so a flawed in- 
tellect is with a brawny callus face supplied. The face is the 
dial of the mind; and where they do not go together, it isa 
sign that one or both are out of order. He that is impudent, 
is ike a merchant that trades upon his credit without a stock, 
and if his debts were known would break immediately. The 
inside of his heart is like the outside, and his peruke as natu- 
rally of his own growth as his wit. He passes in the world 
uke a piece of counterfeit coin, looks well enough until he is 
‘ubbed and worn with use, and then his copper complexion 
begins to appear, and nobody will take him—but by owl-light. 
—Samuel Butler. Characters, 1067." 





_ Oe 
* As this craracrsr, drawn by one who well knew human na- 
‘tre, 1s 80 admirably adapted to the Honorasie Smwarrer of 
the Gung of assoctATED LIBERTY-QUFLLERS in Bridge-street,itis thus 
freely presented to him, in the hope that so choice a possession 
will save him any farther trouble in secking the one he has Jost. 
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579. The Revolution Society felt, from the great event whict: 
they professedly commemorated, new motives to exult in the 
emancipation of France. The Revolution of 1688 deserves 
more the attention of a philosopher, from its mdirect influence 
on the progress of human opinion, than from its tmmediate 
effects on the government of England. In the first new, it is, 
perhaps, difficult to estimate the magnitude of its effects. It 
sanctified, as we have seen, the genezal principles of freedom. 
it gave the first example, in civilized modern Europe, of a 
government which reconciled a semblance of political, and 
some portion of civil, liberty, with stability and peace. But 
above all, Europe owes to it the inestimable blessing of an 
asylum for freedom fof thought. Hence, England became 
the preceptress of the world, in philosophy and freedom.— 
Hence arose the school of sages, who unshackled and eman- 
cipated the human mind; from amongst whom issued the 
Lockes, the Rousseaus, the Turgots, and the Franklins, the 
immortal band of preceptors and benefactors of mankind, 
They silently operated a grand moral revolution, which was in 
due time to meliorate the social order. They had tyrants to 
dethrone more formidable than kines, and from whom kings 
held their power. They wrested the sceptre from superstition, 
aud dragged prejudice in triumph. They destroyed the arse- 
nal whence despotism had borrowed her thunders and her 
chains, These grand enterprizes of philosophic heroism must 
have preceded the reforms of civil government. The colossus 
of tyranny was undermined, and a pebble overthrew it, From 
this progress of opinion arose the American Revolution; and 
from this, most unquestionably, the delivery of France. No: 
thing, therefore, could be more natural, than that those who, 
without blind bigotry for the forms, had a rational reverence 
for the principles of our ancestors, should rejoice in a revolu- 
tion, where these principles, which England had so long suf- 
fered to repose in impotent abstraction, were called forth into 
energy, expanded, invigorated, and matured. If, as we have 
presumed to suppose, the Revolution of 1688 may have had 
no small share in accelerating that progress of light which has 
dissolved the prejudices that supported despotism, they miay 
be permitted, besides their exultation as friends of humanity, 
to indulge some pride as Englishmen,—James Mackintost:. 
Findivia Gallica, 1791. 
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NOTTINGHAM PERMANENT SUBSCRIPTION 
FUND FOR THE RELIEF OF PERSECUTED 
FRIENDS OF REFORM.—Established, Novem- 
her, 1820. 


— I 


“ Let us but adopt the true principle of UNION, and we shall he 
“invincible. —The first care, the first duty, is to assist those who 
“cannot assist themselves’; aud any thing which tends to impede 
‘(the discharge of this duty, is detrimental to the cause of Re- 
| “form, and injurious to the character of its advocates.’—Mr. 
f Wooler’s Address to the Reformers of Nottingham. See Rlack 
Dwarf, No. 21, Vol. LI 
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Abstract of the Accounts for the Qurter ending 11th 
February, 1822. 
| RECEIPTS. 

&..0 .@ 

Subscriptions from the Wardle’s Head > a 
from the Golden Fleece 1 1 10% 

~———-- from the Cross Keys, Byard Lane 019 6 

from the Burdett’s Head 4 0 0 

from the Eclipse a 

from the Dolphin ; 1 Oo 8 

from the Duke of York 015 1 

froin the Newton's Head * 019 G 

from the Hope and Anchor 0 7 0 

- from the Fox and Hounds O11 6 

from the Union Room i if “3 
from District No. 4 1 4 6% 

from No. 7 0 5 O 

from No. 13 010 6 

from Derby 8 0 0 

Donations received by the Secretary 916 O 
£34 2 4 











* Exclusive of the amount inserted in this, and in former Re- 
Ports, the company atthe Newton’s Head have, for nearly two 
years, allowed half a crown a week toa person confined in our 
County pao! 

5 


Vou. VIII. No. 8. 
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DISBURSEMENTS 











2.2. € 

Kemittances to Cold Bath Fielis 5 0 Q 
— to Oakham Gaol , 40 Q 

- to Lancaster Castle. ' ; 4 0 6 
———----— to Chester Castle ' ' i6 O @ 
teports Printing , . ° Ol O 
Postage of remittances and acknowledgments — . 018 g 
Balance in hand — . . . , 913 7 
£34 2 4 

———— see: 


Signed, on behalf of the Committee, 
JOSHUA DOUBLEDAY, WILLIAM KIRK, 
JOHN WEBSTER, M. COLCLOUGH 
JAMES MORTIMER, THOS. BROOKS. 


committee Room, Feb. 13, 1822. 


Deay Sir, 

The Committee of the Notuingham Reform Fund, re- 
quest that you will again favour them by inserting the enclosed 
Report, in an early number of the BLack Dwarr. 

We beg you, Sir, to accept our heartfelt thanks for the ho- 
nour conferred on the Reformers of Nottingham in general, and 
on ourselves in particular, by the excellent Letter from which 
we have chosen the motto to the present Report, the salutary 
effect of which, in stimulating us to encreased exertion, 1s 
shewn by the improved state of our finances, 

It has been hinted that we, or, at least, that our Secretary 
as evinced a decided animosity to the plan of the Northern 
Uniou; it is, however, to the timing of that measure, much 
more than to the pian, that we object. It was begun at a time 
“hen the prisons in the North were literally crowded with the 
victims of vindictive persecution; at a time when, in our hum- 
ble opinion, it would have been wise if the Reformers in the 
North had exerted every energy, and come cheerfully forward 
with their best means, to alleviate the sufferings of our impri- 
soned brethren: and had the same exertions been used, and 
tlie same degree of interest been manifested by the leading cha- 
racters in those parts, to promote this object, as they bave been 
io promote the establishunent of branches to the Northern 
Liuion, we have so pood an opmion of the plilanthropic dis- 
vosition Gur brethren im the North, as to believe, that those 
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efforts would have been crowned with equal, if not much greater 
success. 

Public votes of thanks to the “ incarcerated Patriots” are, 
doubtless, calculated to cheer them in their gloomy solitudes ; 
ut there are, still, great numbers of them to whom, and to 
whose wretched families, more substantial tokens of regard 
would be very acceptable; and we perfectly agree with you, 
Sir, that whatever interferes with, or tends to impede the dis- 
charge of this first and most important duty, is detrimental to 
the cause of Reform, and iujurious to the character of its ad- 
vocales. 

On behalf of our Committee, 
1 am, dear Sir, with great respect, 
Your friend and admirer, 
ALFRED COX, 

Nottingham, 15th Feb, 1822. 

NotTE.—The Editor inserts this letter in compliance with the 
sequest of the parties, who conceive that in some remarks made 
by Mr. Saxton, in a recent report of the proceedings of the 
Northern Union, bear rather hardly upon the motives by which 
thay have been actuated. Those remarks having appeared in 
the Dware, the insertion of this letter becomes an act of 
justice ; though we do not like to perceive even a shade of dif- 
ference between those whose leading object is evidently the same. 
Those who have actively promoted the success of the Northern 
Union, we are satistied, have done it from a conviction, (in 
which we fully participate) that BOTH OBJECTS are perfectly 
compatible with each other, and fully within the reach of the 
Reformers, when the plan of Union shall be carried fully into 
effect. ‘The magnitude of the objects of the Northern Union 
produced a corresponding degree of exertion among the parties 
who first began to carry its details into practice; but we are 
satisfied that none would regret more than themselves any neg- 
‘ect of those who are confined, or be more ready to assist their 
ecessities. 





TREATMENT OF MR. HUNT. 





Anumber of public Mectings have been held, upon 
the suggestion of Sir C. Wolseley, to petition Parlia- 
meet to address the King for a remission of the remainder 
othe horrid sentence under which Mr, Hunt is lingering 
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im Iichester Gaol at the mercy of his enemies. We selec; 
from many reports, accounts of the meetings held at 
Manchester and London on the above subject, at the 
same lime observing that the proceedings in London 
arose entirely from the belief that to petition the men 


who had ever reproached and oppressed the Reformers 
Was quite useless. 


MANCHESTER PETITION FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF HENRY HUNT, ESQ. 


On Monday, 11th inst. a public Meeting of the inhabitants of Man. 
chester took place in the Union Rooms, George Leich-street, to 
take into consideration the propriety of addressing the House of 
Commons, requesting the Honourable members of “that house to 
advise his Majesty to grant a fall remaining remission from the 
sentence under which Mr. Hunt is at present “confined in Ichester 
Gaol. The meeting was convened by a requisition signed by 
householders, and published by advertisement and posting bills, 
which had excited more than common attention, and soon after 
twelve o'clock (the time of meeting) the large room became 
crowded to excess. 


Mr. Henry Rose, being called to the chair, proceeded to state 
the purport for which he understood they were assembled toge- 
ther. They were brought there neither by their attachment to 

party nor politics, but by their hatred of injustice and oppression, 
and by their love of that humanity which had been so grossly ovt- 
raged in the treatment of Mr. = who was suffering persecu- 
tion for the sake of the people. . Dickenson, in his place in the 
House of Commons, had _ fast Weise the audacity to culogise the 
conduct of Mr. Bridle, the execrable keeper of Ichester Gaol 
as replete with humanity, justice, and kindness; but how had 
this character been born out by the damning facts which 
were developed in the course of the investigation, which had 
ended in the dismissal of this paragon of caolers, from the trust 
which he had so shamefully abused. By petitioning the House of 
Commons to interfere in behalf of Mr. Hunt, they would, at least, 
publish to the world their hatred of the means and meannesses 
which had been resorted to for the purposes of malice and op- 
pression. Every device which men or devils could invent, had been 
exerted to destroy him;—fire and water,—the elenients them- 
selves, had been pressed into the unholy service s—and it was ow- 
ing to his wonderful constitutional intrepidity alone, that he had 
hitherto escaped the hellish machinations of his enemies. He 
should detain them no lenger by any observations ef his Own. 
Mr. Saxton would read to them the resolutions which had bees 


































































THE BLACK DWARF. 207 
orepared for their adoption or rejection, and he doubted not bat 
“hat they would exercise a sound discretion on the subject. 

Mr. J. T. Saxton then read the foliowing resolutions :— 

RESOLUTIONS. 

That this Meeting cannot but view, with the most poignant 
apprehension and alarm, the | late encroachments upon the personal 
liberties of the subject, the freedom of the Press, and the impre- 
scriptible and inalienable right of Englishmen, of publicly assem- 
bliog to discuss and state their grievances to the Sovereign, and to 
Parliament, unawed by the fear of lawless interruption from the 
civil or military power. 

That the uses and abuses which have already been made of 
the recent restrictive Acts of Parliament, by those thereby in- 
vested with authority, imperiously demand froin the people their 
utmost watchfulness, in order to prevent a further accession of 
power from being placed in the hands of the Ministers, and ser- 
vants of the Crown, whose chief end and aim have invariably been 
to destroy the very vestige of privileges which were bought and 
cemented by the blood ef our brave forefathers. 

That unless an immediate and effectual remedy be adopted 
for our accumulating oppressions, the reign of his Majesty George 
tie Fourth, will inevitably prove the crave of Gur yet surviving 
liberties; and that this remedy is to be looked for only in a 
radical, complete, and efficient Reform in the Commons House 
of Parliament. 

That to the want of a pure representation alone, does this mect- 
ig attribute the shameful apathy, indifference, aud subterfuge, 

inder which the Honourable House of Commons has hitherto 
evaded an inquiry into the horrid scenes exhibited in Manchester, 
by the base minions of ccrruption, on the blood-stained Plains of 
st. Peter, in tie month of August, 1819. 

That until the authors, abettors, and agents of these never-to- 
ve-forzotlen outrages, are brought befure a competent tribunal, and 
have the penalty duc to their misdeeds awarded thei, this Meet- 

og must conceive the lives of free-born Engtishmen to be as much 
atthe marcy of a hot-headed Magistracy and their infuriated satel- 
‘ites, as the life of a Greek slave is at the mercy of a Turkish 
Lashaw and his ferocious Janissaries. 

That the severity of Mr. Hunt's confinement, in aa unwhole- 
some prison, subjected to rigerous and unuecessary privations, 
cotitles him to the sympathy and support of every enemy to injus- 
ice and oppression ; and that the admirable intrepidity, tmagnani- 
‘ity, and philanthropy, displayed by the illustrious captive, in de- 
veloping the iniquities and cruelties practised in the gaol of Ilches- 
a are worthy of the great cause to which he has devoted his va- 
nj life, and operate as a still further claim on the gratitude of 
He community at large, 

a hata Petition tu the House of Commons, incerporving the 
sistance of the foregoing resolutions, be forthed! rrenored, 
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for the signatures of ail those who may approve of the measure 
—praying the Honourable House to take into its high considera. 
tion, the sufferings already sustained by Mr. Hunt :—and that jt 
would be graciously pleased to exercise the constitutional Privilege 
with which it is invested, of advising his Majesty to granta full and 
free remission for the remainder of the sentence under which that 
persecuted Englishman is at present confined. 

That, connected with the events of the sixteenth of August, th 
trial of Henry Hunt, Esq., for a crime dubious and equivocal in 
its nature, and undefined by any then existing law, this Meeting 
considers a measure at once unconstitutional and tyrannical; and 
the sentence of the Court, anprecedented, vindictive, and excessive 

That this Meeting strongly recommend to the relatives of the 
unfortunate individuals who lost their fives by the unprovoked 
aggression of a civil and military force, on the above melanchol 
cccasion, as well as to those who have yet survived the wounds 
mflicted on their persons on that memorable day, to petition the 
House of Cominons, that it would canse an efficient enquiry to be 
made into the transaction, so that justice may be obtained on the 
real authors of the bloody tragedy ; and that they should con 
linue to address every succeeding Session of Parliament, until such 
investigation be instituted. 

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. Alderman Wood, 
for his meritorious services in the cause of the innocent and op- 
pressed; and that he be respectfully requested to present the 
Petition to the Honourable House, and to support the prayer 
thereof with his accustomed zeal. 

That the thanks of this Meeting are due to the gentlemen who 
signed the requisition for convening the same: and that they be 
requested to continue their services, as a Committee, for carrying 
these resolutions into effect. 

These resolutions were received with the most unequivocal 
marks of approbation by the great body of the assembly. The 
Petition, which embodied the spirit of the Resolutions, was then 
read and adopted ; and it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Alder- 
man Wood be requested to present the same to the House. 

The thanks of the Meeting were then voted Mr. Henry Rose, for 
his able, upright, and impartial conduct in the Chair; and the peo- 
ple quietly dispersed to their respective avocations. 


aE 
LONDON MEETING. 





On Monday last, anumerous and respectable meeting was held 
at the Paul’s Head Rooms, Cateaton Street, Mr. J. G. Jones = 
in the chair. ‘The following resolutions were unanimously agree 
{oi— 


ist. That the imputed offence of Henry Hunt, Esq. was of af 
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equivocal nature, and did not warrant, under any circumstances, 
the extraordinary sentence and infliction of two years and six. 
months imprisonment. 

“and. That this sentence (the longest that has been passed for any 
political misdemeanor, since the expulsion of the Stuarts, and the 
accession of the House of Brunswick, to the throne of these king- 
doms), has been encrcased ten-fold, by the petty insults offered, and 
‘avidious restrictions imposed by, the Somersetehire Magistracy ; 
and signed and sanctioned by Judges Best and Graham—by which 
restrictions Mr, Hunt’s confinement must be either solitary, or he 
must submit to associate with those at whose crimes human nature 
revolts. 

3d. That Mr. Hunt has, by his indefatigable exposure of the 
abuses practised in Ilchester Bsstile, entitled himself to the thanks 
and support of every friend to justice and humanity. 

4th. That the opinions for which Mr. Hunt is suffering, which 
were for some time falsely represented as proceeding from seditious 
feelings, are now universally sanctioned and acknowledged to be 
meritorious, not only by the general voice of the People, 
but by the adoption of them by Members of the House 
of Commous, as also by distinguished characters in the House of 
Lords. 

Upon the motion lo embody the above resolutions in a petition 
to the House of Commons, Mr. Jones vacated the chair, and in 
an animated appeal to the meeting, expressed his disapprobation of 
petitioning the House ayain. He observed, that they had never 
paid any attention to the numercus petitions presented by ihe Re- 
furmers, and he would never condescend to ask a favour froma 
House, constituted as that was, and concluded by proposing the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was carried unanimously :— 

5th. That itis the decided opinion of this meeting, that they 
cannot consistently petition on any subject, a House of Commons, 
which has so long disregarded the prayers of the People. 





ee e+ cence 


WESTMINSTER MEETING FOR REFORM. 








(Ov Wednesday last a numerous Meeting of the Electors of 
Westminster, took place in Covent Garden, to promote the great 
cause of Parliamentary Reform, and to petition Parliament for a 
'edress of the grievances under which the people of England suffer 
when the following Petition was unanimously agreed to — 
a Chat your petitioners have, on various occasions of public in- 
portance, petitioned the House of Commons fur redress of grie- 
eaetie Pp neipiypr the last forty years, they have many times 
sthlesk of ut redress of what they have always considered the 
en of he a | = a agg want of an adequate representa- 
seaman people it the Commous House of Parliament. That 
ome occasions the petitions of your petitioners have been re- 
ected ; on other occasions treated with contempt; but on ne ocea- 
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sion have their prayers been attended to, or any relief afforded 
That your petitioners, in consequence of the treatment of which 
they complain, had almost determined to refrain altogether from 
pelitioning. But, however hopeless your petitioners may in this 
respect be, their duty to their suffering fellow-countrymen induces 
them once more tnost respectfully, yet in plain and unadorned 
language, to lay before your Honourable House the heads of their 
numerous and well-grounded complaints ; and to pray for that 
redress which itis easy for your Honourable House to afford them. 
That your petitioners assure your Honourable House, that itis with 
great pain they came before your Honourable House with nu- 
merous allegations of misconduct, from which no Administration , 
and no House of Commons, during the last sixty years, can be ex- 
empted. 

Your petitioners allege— 

1. That the Members of your Honourable House are returned 
by a very small minority of the male population, and even by avery 
small minority of the householders of these realms. 2. That a 
majority of the Members of your Honourable House are return- 
ed by less than the one-thousandth part of the male adult popula- 
tion of these realms. 3. That the means by which a majority of 
the Members of your Honourable House are returned, are—the 
undue influence of Peers—the undue influence of some very few 
wealthy persons, the undue influence of the Treasury,—the influ- 
ence of terror, as it is in various ways exercised over electors ; 
aud by other modes and practices, all of which are inimical to 
free election and good government; all of them calculated to 
make your Honourable House an Aristocratical Oligarchy, instead 
of making it, as it should be—a Democratical Representation. 

Your Petitioners allege that to the defective state of tbe repre- 
sentation of the people in your Honourable House, is'o be al- 
tributed most, ifnot the whole, of the evils with which the country 
hasbeen, and is afflicted. 

Your Petitioners allege,— 

!. That the lamentable and fatal war which severed the Ame- 
rican colonies from this country—a war against human freedom in 
support of taxation without represen- tation, would not have 
taken place, had the House of Commons at that time fully repre- 
sented the people. 2. That the loss of lives, the immense loss 
and waste of property, the vast expence and enormous increase 
of the public debt and taxes, which that war occasioned, would 
not have taken place, had the people been duly represented in 
the Commons House of Parliament. 3. That the war dgainst our 
American brethren—besides the loss of the Colonies, and the heavy 
burdens it caused to be laid upon the people, was also productive 
of au increase of patronage, influence, and corruption, highly in- 
jurious to these realms;—--and that those evi! had their source 1D 
the want of a due Representation of the people in the Commons 
House of Parliament. 

Yonr Petitioners allege. 
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i. That the war commenced in 1793 against the people of 
France, was to prevent that people from ridding themselves, of a 
hateful, oppressive. and destructive Government ; and for the 
purpose of preventing a Reform in the Commons House of Par- 
liament in thiscountry, 2. That the evils to humanity caused by 
that long-continued war, can scarcely be paralleled in the history 
of the world, and have no parallel in modern aunals. 3. Thatthe 
loss of lives in that war, the waste of the public resources, and 
the profligacy with which it was conducted, can as little be paral- 
leled in the history of this country. 4. That the monstrous debt 
incurred is oppressive and destructive, palsying exertion, beggaring 
the people, and increasing the influence of the Crown to an 
enormousand most dangerous extent. 5. That the unparalleled 
amount of taxes, caused by the boundless extravagance with 
which the war was conducted, and the undue influence necessary 
to the support of Ministers, exceeds the sum of one million of 
pounds sterling for every six working days in the year, or 
ong hundred and eighty thousand pounds for every such day in the 
year, 6. That the intolerable burden of taxation, and the conse- 
quent miszovernment to which these realms have been subjected, 
have greatly abridged the peoples’ liberties, loaded the country 
with a Standing Army in time of peace, driven many of our fellow- 
subjects in Jreland into a state of desperation, nearly ruined com- 
merce, caused a rapid decay of trade, injured manufactures, de- 
pressed agriculture, increased the Poor’s Rate to an amount 
nearly equal to that of the whole public revenue fifty years ago, 
reduced the circumstances of all the useful part of the commu- 
uity, made nearly one in seven of the whole population a pauper, 
and brought the greater part of the most industrious, and most vir- 
tuous people in existence, to a state bordering on despair. Your 
Petitioners are fully satisfied that these enormous and still in- 
creasing evils would none of them have existed, had the people 
been fully represented in the House of Commons. 

Your Petitioners allege— 

J, That the Habeas Corpus Act, the safeguard of our liberties, 
has been several times suspended for considerable periods of time. 
2. I hat altempts have been made against the lives of our fellow- 
Suujects by constructive treasons. 3. That by recent Acts of Par- 
liament the long-practiced and highly useful right of the people to 
oer petition the King, or either House of Parliament, has 
een 10 all cases greatly restricted, and in many totally prevented. 
4. That by the same Acts the Liberty of the Press has been greatly 
x a upon, and new and unheard-of punishments, even to 
as . banishment, have been denounced. | 5 That hy the 
au m Pee power of holding to bail, and of inflicting very Be- 
prank = ments, has been given to Justices of the Peace for 
punish y may, in their opinion, deem libels; and that heavy 

isiments have been inflicted in cases in which the parties so 


— have, by a Jury of their country, been acquitted of all 
rime / 
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Your Petitioners believe that none of the causes oF complaint 
would have existed had the Members of the House of Commons 
been elected by the great body of the people. 

Your Petitioners alleze— 

1. That peaceable citizens have been attacked by soldiers; that 
numbers have been slain; and that upwards of four hundred men, 
women, and children, have been at one time wounded or other- 
wise injured by such an attack. 2. That notwithstanding the noto. 
riety of this atrocious outrage, no public inquiry has been made ; 
but that the perpetrators of the atrocity have been thanked b 
Ministers, and otherwise rewarded. 3. That still more recently two 
of cur fellow-subjects have been shot in the public streets; that an 
inquest has on oath declared one of those shootings to be a man- 
slaughter, aad the othera wilful murder by Life Guardsmen, but 
po effort has been made by those in authority to bring cither of 
the persons so accused to justice. 

Your Petitioners are satisfied that none of those atrocities would 
bave beeu committed, had the House of Commons been com. 
posed of Members elected by the great body of the people. 

Your Petitioners have no hope of relief from what is called 
economical retrenchment; they are satisfied thatretrenchment to 
an extent calculated to relieve the people is utterly incompatible 
with the system pursued by Ministers, and which must continue 
to be pursued by whomsoever the Government may he adminis- 
tered, until a thorough Reform be made in your Honourable 
House. 

Your Petitioners are fully persuaded that so long as your 
Honourable House shall continue to be composed of Members not 
chosen by a majority of the Freemen of these realms, so long 
will the country be liable to all the evils which must ever attend 
a currency fluctuating in value; for experience forbids them 
even to hope that a House of Commons not elected by a ma- 
jority of the people of these realms will ever refuse to the Miutster 
for the time being the power to debase the currency. 

Your Petitioners have felt and deplored the sufferings of all 
classes, caused by the misconduct they have pointed out ; they de- 
piore the sufferings just now more particularly inflicted on those 
employed in raising produce from the earth ; but they «re satisfied 
that a general deterioration of the circumstances ef every deserip- 
tion of persons will yet further take place, if the system of go- 
verning hitherto pursued be persisted in; and they do most re- 
spectfully declare their conviction that the system will never be 
changed, nor any relief to the suffering people be given by any 
House of Commons, the Members of which are not returned by 
the free will of a majority of the people. 

Your Petitioners greatly fear, that unless a thorough Reform 
in your Honourable House specdily take place, a violent Rev yu 
tion may be anticipated, 

To prevent the evils we anticipate—to rectify as much as ay 
be possibleall errors—-to put an end to all abuses—to tranguillizé 
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the minds of the people—and, as an carnest return to a whole- 
some state of thing, we pray, | 

That your Honourable House: will take into your most serious 
consideration the complaints and allegations contained in this Pet- 
tion, ant will cause an immediate and full inquiry to be made into 
the state of the Representation of the People in your Honourable 
House, with a view to athorough Reform thereof. 

Signed in the name and on behalf of the Meeting. 





TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD JOHN 
RUSSELL. 





My Lord, 


Although the son of Sirach gave to his coilection of prover 
bial sayings the title of ** wisdom,” those learned divines, who 
settied the canon of the Old Testament, perceived in it no internal 
claim to a place in their Bible. As a work of antiquity, however, 
out of which might be gleaned among many sayings, some use- 
ful maxims, it was allowed aplace ii the Apocrypha, or “ books 
appended to the sacred writings,” where they gave it the title 
of Ecclesiasticus. There it is asked (25. vili, xxx) ** How can 
he get wisdom that holdeth the plough, and that gloricth in 
the goad; that driveth oven, and is occupied in their labours, 
and whose talk is of bullocks?” Ia the same chapter, the 
‘* carpenter,” the ‘* smith,” the ‘* engraver of seals,” and the 
‘‘ potter,” are iu like manner spoken of, as more fit for implicit 
obedience, than for thought and reflection. 

Had this book-learned Hebrew known a Cincinatus, or a 

Curius, men repeatedly taken from the plough, and, as Dictators, 
placed at the head of the Republic and the armies of Rome, to 
gave the State, he might not have treated the labouring classes 
with so much unjust contempt. Had he been acquainted with 
the wise Anglo-Saxon law and custom, for becoming J/earned in 
duties by the annual cxercise of rights, he might not have under 
valued that important knowledge in the mass of a community, 
by which its freedom is preserved. Or, bad he lived since printing 
has enabled even the labouring classes to possess themselves of all 
the learning necessary for preserving or recovering a Constitution, 
his collection might perhaps have been much shorter, and of much 
ruore value than it is. 
_ Here, my Lord, were it possible to do justice to an oppressed aud 
sulted nation, in language of polished courtesy to offenders, glad 
should I he to use only such language ; but if actsexceed in atro- 
city and vulgar profligacy, such as bring felons to shame and 
punishment, can either the acts or the actors be spoken of to any 
useful purpose, but in very unpolished words? So far then I 
must exercise the liberty of speech. 

Under the iron rod and juggler’s wand of boroughmonger 
rulers by usurpation, impostors by trade, and pluoderers by in- 
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clination, the “ working of events,” had indeed so ignored and 
stultiied the /alouring clusses, that they had in effect become 
the passive bondmen, the hewers of wood, and drawers of wateg, 
to those hard task-masters. But this same ‘* working of evegdss,” 
through the exertions of co.stitutional writers, first enlightened 
the oppressed “* carpenters,” ‘ smiths,’ © engravers,” ** potters,”’ 
and the labouring classes in general, who inhabit our great towns 
and cities, so that for several years past, they have manifested, b 
unanswerable documents, an accurate Knowledge of the truths of 
political salvation ; and the title of Radicals, given in drivelling de- 
rision, they account their glory. 

And now, at length, hath this providential ‘* working of events” 
raised up, from the very ranks of those who hold the plough, 
and are conversant in oxen, a Mighty One as a light, a guide, and 
a leader to freedom and prosperity, of that long deluded, and now 
oppressed class of the community, whose occupation, once that 
of statesmen and heroes, is the solid foundation of all national 
wealth and greatness, By this man, in comparison to whose 
brilliant talents; the capacity of an entire Cabinet is darkness itself ; 
and weighed against his knowledge and proposed reforms, their 
ignorant measures are those of dunces, of dreamers, and the blind 
workers of ruin and confusion. Bythis man of their own class, of 
whom they may well be proud, have our farmers and graziers 
heen taught to make common cause, with their aggrieved la- 
hourers, and the great body of the Reformers among our traders 
and artizans, Thus consolidating a union of that vast mass 10 
which the physical strength of the State, for the most part, con- 
sists, 

_ Need I notice the glorious lights of truth, which in all the pub- 
lic meetings now held, also appear to be rapidly dispelling the 
prejudices against Reform of the country gentlemen ; those alone 
excepted, who, by feeding on the taxes and revelling in luxury, at 
the cast of the debouring classes,prey and feast on the public misery ? 

As however, it is most certain that when it shall be found im- 
possible to resist the torrent, of the national will, every en- 
vine will be set at work, every device will be resorted to— 
the hypocrisy of pretended reformers in particular—to retain 1 
the measure of Reform so much of the virus of corruption, 48> 
by a temporary mitigation only, shall be sure to perpetuate 10 
the body-politic, the fatal disease, if not prevented by vigilence 
and union; it becomes every faithful walchman, and honest 
physician of the constitution, to warn the Reformers of this 
danger, and shew how it is to be averted, in order that disumon 
may be guarded against. 

lu a controversy of nearly half a century in continuance, every 
argument which can now be urged against the reform being 4 
radical as the evil to be rooted out, hath, 1 presume, been over 
and ever again refuted ; over and over again exposed as sophistry 
---whether that sophistry have proceeded from factious selfishness, 
party prejadice, or sheer imbecility of intellect. The case re 
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cztremely simple, as, happily, to be within the comprehension of 
those whose occupations is with the plough or with oxen. It re- 
quires, indeed, ‘as little penetration as to make an ordinary bar- 
gain, for service OF for wages, whether the bargainer bea master 
oraservant. Assurely, my Lord, if persons in these situations, 
as members of the political community, are by the laws of the 
land allowed to regulate their own conduct by a sense of duty, 
of convenience, and of interest; butif, more especially,as moral, 
intellectual, and responsible beings, they be left hy the infinite 
wisdom and goodness of God, free and independent judges of 
whatever, either earthly or heavenly, their happiness here or here- 
after depends on; it must be the very misanity of pride and pre- 
sumption, for any mortal authority to withhold from them that 
first sight of nature,—self defence—in respect of having their 
just and full share in choosing representatives of the political 
community of which every man of them is as much, in reason, 
justice, and equity, a free member, as your Lordship or any other 
person whatever; and be it here observed, that a lengthened dura- 
tion of Parliament beyond a single year, is a dental of inherited 
suffrage to all whohave come of age since the last eleetion. In 
three years the number must be immense, in seven years which 
isnearly half the average duration of human life) the denial must 
extend to a great majority of the people. 

To the matter now in hand, the rights cf Englishmen have 
lately been made the subject of a “ declaration of principles which 
are deemed incontrovertible.” Firstly, that all male commoners 
of the realm, being of mature age and save mind, and not having 
legally forfeited their claim to freedom, have an inherent right to 
vote in the election of representatives to serve in the Commons 
House. 

Secondly, That Representation, to be cquitable and com- 
— effective, must likewise be as equal as conveniently practi- 
cable. 

Thirdly, That as a Parliament ought every year to assemble, 
for superintending the affairs of the nation, while the nation 
itself, by daily deaths and daily births, undergoes a perpetual 
change in the persons of whom it consists; so the freedom of 
the successively rising generation, can only be preserved entire, 
bya Parliament being every year elected. 

And Fourthly, That as aright to an end establishes a right to 
necessary means, so the right to a defence from ruin and oppres- 
sion, for honestly exercising the franchise of suffrage in elections, 
establishes a right to vote by ballot. 

These four plain and simple propositions contain all of radical 

eform, and each ef them hath, by volumes of controversy been 
Placed upon a rock; wherefore, hardy indeed must be, that 
man, who at this day, while professing loyalty and service to 
the CONSTITUTION, shall venture to treat them with contempt. 

9% every well-informed person, it must be known, that any gta. 
diator who may now attack them, must flourish bis weapon, 
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either as Anignoramus or an impostor. Now as an ignoramus 
nay, however, be well-meaning, and ready to thank any one who 
should prevent h's doing ill through mere error, it may at this 
juncture be of use to offer a few arguments with that design. 

The sole means of mischief left, to those enemies of Reform 
who assume the garb of friends, is still to harp on that much-worn 
string craftily called moderate reform, but more properly denomi- 
nated masked corruption. Let us therefore, try if this string be in 
tune, so as to ** discourse most excellent music,’ or on the con- 
trary be so out of tune, as to violate harmony by a discord most 
grating toa constitutional ear. 

in the first place, if each proposition be in itself ¢ncontrovertible, 
ihis should seem to decide the question, if reason be to govern. 
Curious, then, must be the reasons given to show that reason 
ought not to be our guide. Such use of reason must be reason 
conmitting self-murder. 

The very phrase, therefore, of moderate reform, is sheer noo- 
sense. For that phrase can have no other meaning but this, 
that although reason on each of the four points on which Reform 
turns, is triumphant, yet, when these points collectively come un- 
der consideration, reason shall give way to opinion, or pretended 
opinion,—no, no, say rather at once to folly, fraud and tyranny. Mr. 
Cobbett, at the late Huntingdonshire meeting, in a masterly man- 
ner vindicated the sovereignty of reason over mere opinion; and 
every well-grounded radical Reformer will maintain that sove- 
reignty over all the flimsy pretences, childish fancies, and shai: 
low sophistries which enter into the compusition of that frothy 
sillabub, moderate reform. 

All the puerile logic of this scheme, ever begins with an IF. 
iF we had triennial parliaments, would they not be better than 
septennial? IF we had complete householder suffrage, would 
not that be better than what we now have? And then it is 
weakly proposed to the Reformers, to ask for these half mea- 
sures. Butis this the way to deal with robbers, and the receivers 
of our stolenrights? Is this the way to obtain these objects? 
—No: robbers and their accomplices, the receivers, surrender 
not an iota of their booty, but by cumpulsion.—If the surren- 
der be to depend on their mere grace and favour, will it not 
assuredly be cut down to something too contemptible to be worth 
acceptance? The mere attitude of a prostrate people, meanly and 
basely praying for half their rights, is a signal to grant nothing but 
baubles, for getting rid of the importunities of the cowardly beg- 
gars. Thus, this cringing solicitation for moderate Reform is the 
sure way to get no Reform at all. A mere extinction of a handfal 
of rotten boroughs, an admission of copyholders in counties to vole, 
or any such trash, if it could for a short season silence the Radi- 
cal Reformers (which, 1 trust in God, and in the good sense 6- 
the parties, it would not for a moment), what would be its effeet ! 
Why, merely to strengthen the cancerous @sease by a slight mi- 
tigation of pain, while its roots were stiiking decper and deeper’ 
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As to a triennial parliament and householder suffrage, Jet it, 
agaist reason, even be granted, that this prescription would im- 
prove our strength, what then ? Like all tonics misapplied, ere 
a putrid disease were eradicated, it would, in fact, strengthen the 
Jisease, and cause it after awhile to rage with increased violence. 
There is, therefore, my Lord, neither true wisdom, nor sound inte- 
qrity, in any thing short of complete radical Reform. Any thing 
short of this, is purposely to leave in the constitution sufficient 
matter of corruption, for again spreading through every part the 
utmost maliguity of the disease, and an increasing aptitude in the 
body politic to take again the fatal infection in every vein, i 
every fibre. 

When, therefore, by a certain description of persons, I am press- 
ed to propose, or to acyviesce in a legislative measure which, 
if obtained, is still to leave my country under a deprivation of 
half its rights and liberties, and those withheld by boroughmon- 
ger usurpers and robbers. 1 naturally ask, “‘ Is not that totality of 
risht and liberty which is at present withholden, that which gives 
the said usurpers and robbers a power truly resistless, except by 
the united people? Are not those withholden rights and liberties, 
—to use the mildest term—a dest due to the people? What 
hinders the debtors from honestly paying on demand, that debt in 
full, seeing they have the compleic power and abundant means of 
sodoing? Buthave they not, for half a century since first called 
on, asobstinately as dishonestly refused to pay the smallest part 
of that debt? Seeing, however, that debt rather in the hight of 
stolen goods, have you not witnessed an unceasing effort to 
encrease the booty by every the minutest petty fraud and theft? 
Whence then the hope of talking the robbers into a surrender of 
ihe smallest scrap! Where they have at any time thrown a bo- 
rough into a hundred, have you not seen them laugh at the folly, 
which has imagined that aught has been lost to corruption, or gain. 
ed to real freedom by such mummery? If we must resort to 
compulsion to reeover from the robbers and receivers any the 
sinallest part of the stolen goods, will it not be egregious folly not 
lo lake the opportunity of recovering the whole? But tt is worth 
your while to reflect a little on the patriotism and morality of yeu 
inoderate Reformers. Where have you hid yourselves for these 
Uiirty years past, while radical Reformers, with the constitution for 
the compass they steered by, were in quest of their object aud 
the nation’s right ?—while those Reformers have suffered an 
unceasing persecution—have narrowly escaped with lite, under 
a false accusation of treason—have been iniquitously thrown into 
the receptacles for the vilest.criminals, gnd cooped up in hulks 
Among felons—seized, by scores ata time, while discussing hum- 
ble petitions for a redress of their own and their country’s greatest 
shevances ; hand-cuffed, imprisoned, and by hired spies made 
Perjured witnesses, all but transporled—some, although innocent, 

lually transported ;—others, like the innoxious tenants of the 
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forest, hunted down by savage beasts of prey—uay, when lawfiij J 
and peaceably assembled for the best of purposes, sabred and ma £ 
sacred in the open street, their women and their children sha pig 
the same fate?) Where, 1 ask, were you moderate Reformers 4! 
this while ? and what was the part you acted onall these o¢Ca- 
sions? 1 will spare you the pain of answering that home ques= 9; 
but must ask another :—What must the public think of your 
knowledge and your wisdom? Do you know less on the su bjcct 
than the ‘ carpenters,’ the ‘smiths,’ the ‘engravers,’ or the ‘ pot- 
ters?? Are you incapable of comprehending the four prop0si- 
tions which every radical weaver and shoemaker perfectly under- 
stands? Do you imagine you can tadk the Boroughmongers out of 
that power which makes them masters of every man’s property, 
and, in fact, despots of the land,without having at your back the 
physical strength of the nation, and more especially the Radical Re- 
formers, who haveso long manifested their intelligence and energy?” 

Now, my Lord, let me plainly ask—lIs it possible that we can 
have confidence in persons professing statesmanship, and the wig- 
dom of legislators, who appear utterly ignorant of the plainest 
principles of the censtitution? Isit possible that we can become 
partizans of professing patriots, who have hitherto given us no aid 
in asserting those principles, and even now show all possible dis- 
position to counteract and prevent the full operation of them 
for the kenefit of the whole community ? If, by an act of combined 
fraud and force, 1 be compelled to sitdown ia disgust under a 
deprivation of any part-of the rights and liberties of my country, 
1 must endure the tyranny till it cap be thrown off; but if, by join- 
ing in procuring the iniquitous arrangement, I become a parly to 
the wickedness, { see not how 1 can be entitled to the character 
vf an honest man. 

Before your Lordship was born, the wriler had some experience 
in these matters. Perhaps, therefore, he may be allowed to 
offer you a piece of advice. If you do in sincerity wish for what is 
called moderate reform, de- mand radical reform. In that case, 
seeing the rising temper and growing union of an injured and in- 
sulted nation, a boroughmonger panic may possibly give you 
something. A something so obtained may have its value, as a step- 
ping-stone to every thing the constitution requires: whereas, if 
you shall disgust the radical reformers, and all who know and 
value the constitution, by meanly begging of proud usarpers as 
an alms, a single particle of their arms and armour, or a single 
check on their power of taxing and pillaging the people, seeing 
you destitute of aught to terrify them, will they not treat you with 
scorn and contempt? 

I have the honour to subscribe inyself, 
Your Lordskip’s well-wisher, 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
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